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Hawaii

Senate Takes No Action On
Water Rights Bill
Leaders say House Bill 1326 is dead for certain

in the 2019 session, which wraps Thursday.

The Hawaii Senate on Tuesday did not act on House Bill 1326, known as the

water rights bill.

It would have extended for seven years the diversion of state waters by

Alexander & Baldwin, utilities, landowners, small farmers and ranchers.

Asked why HB 1326 did not come to the �oor for a vote, Senate President

Ron Kouchi said, “Because it didn’t come to the �oor.”

Is the bill dead for this year?

“Yes,” he said, adding that he is worried about farmers a�ected by the bill’s

failure to pass, including those on his island, Kauai.
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Kouchi said the issue of revocable permits must now be addressed by the

state Department of Land and Natural Resources.

Senate Majority Leader J. Kalani English, whose district includes East Maui

where streams have long been diverted, said SB 1326 did not have the votes

needed to pass.

English said he would have voted no on the bill anyway, as he did when the

Legislature approved extending the permits for three years in 2016.

“With the issue of the water �owing, we need to come to closure on this, and

my position has always been ‘no’ on this because it e�ects my district

The 2019 Hawaii Legislature ends its session Thursday.

Cory Lum/Civil Beat
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directly, but also the other side of my district, Kula and Upcountry,” he said.

English’s constituents have long been divided on the water rights matter.

He continued: “I’ve got 35,000 people that rely on this for domestic water.

And they don’t understand that the county is buying the water because it

goes through the East Maui Irrigation system to the county. And the contract

with the county says that if they don’t get their permits, they don’t need to

deliver the water.”

English said he has always relied on the DLNR to put longterm water permits

in place.

“They have failed at that, and they have not been able to ful�ll that so, at this

point, come Dec. 31 or Jan 1., as it stands today, water will stop �owing,” he

said.

Will you contribute to our Spring Campaign?

Civil Beat is small, but we’re growing fast because of supporters like you.

Our growth means that we can cover more issues, hold more community

events, expose more wrongdoing, and spotlight more innovative solutions.

Our four-week goal is $50,000, and every little bit helps. Our reporters are

the beating heart of our newsroom. As a nonpro�t, every dollar raised from

the community goes to support them and their important work.

YES, I'LL DONATE TODAY

About the Author

Chad Blair   

Chad Blair is the politics and opinion editor for Civil Beat. You

can reach him by email at cblair@civilbeat.org or follow him

on Twitter at @chadblairCB.

https://www.civilbeat.org/author/cblair/
https://www.civilbeat.org/donate/?campaign=701360000016Ddv
https://www.civilbeat.org/author/cblair/
https://twitter.com/chadblairCB
mailto:cblair@civilbeat.com
https://www.civilbeat.org/author/cblair/feed/
mailto:cblair@civilbeat.org
https://twitter.com/chadblairCB?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


5/1/2019 Senate Takes No Action On Water Rights Bill - Honolulu Civil Beat

https://www.civilbeat.org/beat/senate-takes-no-action-on-water-rights-bill/ 4/5

THIS IS YOUR WAKE UP CALL.

Use the RSS feed to subscribe to Chad Blair's posts today

Comments

Aloha, Civil Beat readers. We appreciate your thoughtful comments. But in order to make
commenting an engaging experience for as many readers as possible, a few rules: Please
limit the number of times you comment per story so everyone has a chance to participate
without feeling like they are in the middle of an argument between just a few people.
Language and words are important so please avoid snark and put-downs. DO NOT WRITE
IN ALL CAPS; that comes across as yelling, don't you think? Not every comment may get
posted. We may suspend commenters who overstep at our sole discretion.

No links, please.

Click on Sign In To Comment. Your old account should still work. If you don't already have an
account you need to create one.

Need help? Email membership@civilbeat.org.
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Respect Reply

2 hours ago

I hope voters remember the activists and politicians who stuck it to the ranchers and farmers. No
water, no food.
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Sign up for our FREE morning newsletter and face each day more informed.

Enter email  SIGN ME UP!

And don't worry, we hate spam too! You can unsubscribe any time.


